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        Review Quiz 


			 What is the second step in the scientific method? 





			 


			Analyze the data to determine whether the prediction is accurate. 



			 


			Construct a hypothesis, or prediction, about the answer to this question. 



			 


			Gather data that allow the researcher to assess the accuracy of this prediction. 



			 


			Draw and report conclusions. 






 


			 Which steps in the scientific method fall into the general category of theory? 





			 


			first and second 



			 


			first and third 



			 


			third and fourth 



			 


			fourth and fifth 






 


			 Which steps in the scientific method fall into the general category of empiricism? 





			 


			first and second 



			 


			first and third 



			 


			third and fourth 



			 


			fourth and fifth 






 


			 In general, scientists use theory for three purposes: to describe, to explain, and to ________. 





			 


			analyze 



			 


			explore 



			 


			construct 



			 


			identify 






 


			 One of the key theoretical models in demography is the demographic transition, which centers on the rapid decline of both birthrates and death rates during industrial development. Scientists use this theoretical model for which purpose? 





			 


			to describe 



			 


			to explain 



			 


			to explore 



			 


			to analyze 






 


			 Which of the following examples would a meso-oriented theory apply to? A research project examining 





			 


			mentoring relationships through a local program 



			 


			interactions between students in an elementary school 



			 


			processes of government across states 



			 


			the formation of new moms’ groups across neighborhoods 






 


			 Institutional theory attempts to describe and explain variations among nations, states, or other large political entities, arguing that these entities change over time because they are striving to gain legitimacy among other entities, less so because of the actual value of the change. Which level of social life does this theory apply to? 





			 


			macro 



			 


			meso 



			 


			micro 



			 


			multiple levels 






 


			 Most theories are testable and falsifiable as well as generalizable. But theories should also be ________. 





			 


			adjustable 



			 


			vague 



			 


			certain 



			 


			probabilistic 






 


			 Which approach to theory observes patterns and builds to an explanation? 





			 


			macro 



			 


			micro 



			 


			deductive 



			 


			inductive 






 


			 Which of the following is an example of a deductive approach to theory? 





			 


			An analyst finds married people are healthier and then develops a theory of social support and health. 



			 


			A sociologist reads Durkheim’s theories about social relationships and designs a study to test these ideas. 



			 


			A researcher constructs their own expectations about why teenagers start smoking. 



			 


			A professor reports conclusions about the evidence they find regarding the difficulty of the transition from middle to high school. 






 


			 An example of clashing paradigms is the difference between Western countries and Asian countries in their identification of ________. 





			 


			important theories 



			 


			appropriate research topics 



			 


			the fundamental units of society 



			 


			the scope of postmodernism 






 


			 Which social theorist is most closely associated with positivism? 





			 


			Auguste Comte 



			 


			Karl Marx 



			 


			Max Weber 



			 


			Talcott Parsons 






 


			 Which social theorist is most closely associated with the conflict perspective? 





			 


			Auguste Comte 



			 


			Karl Marx 



			 


			Max Weber 



			 


			Talcott Parsons 






 


			 If you think that as one spouse’s career becomes more lucrative the other spouse should increase their share of the household work like dishes and laundry, which type of sociological paradigm are you using? 





			 


			structural functionalism 



			 


			conflict 



			 


			rational choice 



			 


			symbolic interactionism 






 


			 Which sociological paradigm evokes criticism that it is too focused on individual behaviors and not focused on social structures and processes? 





			 


			structural functionalism 



			 


			conflict 



			 


			rational choice 



			 


			symbolic interactionism 






 


			 If you think that the education system efficiently sorts people into occupations because the world needs garbage collectors, even if no one really wants to do that job, which type of sociological paradigm are you using? 





			 


			structural functionalism 



			 


			conflict 



			 


			rational choice 



			 


			symbolic interactionism 






 


			 There are five general forms of relations among concepts: positive, negative, mediation, moderation, and ________. 





			 


			spuriousness 



			 


			neutral 



			 


			inverse 



			 


			quadratic 






 


			 If a relation between concepts is ________, it cannot possibly be a causal relationship. 





			 


			positive 



			 


			negative 



			 


			spurious 



			 


			moderated 






 


			 Hypotheses are always written as ________, not ________. 





			 


			questions; statements 



			 


			statements; questions 



			 


			paradigms; theories 



			 


			theories; paradigms 






 


			 Definitively establishing causality is difficult outside of ________. 





			 


			surveys 



			 


			experiments 



			 


			mediation 



			 


			moderation 






 


			 A key question is the main spark of a research project, but from where does this question come? The first step in asking a question is ________. 





			 


			selecting a topic 



			 


			reviewing the literature 



			 


			developing search parameters and compiling an annotated bibliography 



			 


			organizing and analyzing your notes 






 


			 When conducting a literature review, which of the following is an appropriate strategy? 





			 


			Focus mainly on trusted general-interest newspapers such as The New York Times. 



			 


			Type appropriate keywords into Google and see what comes up. 



			 


			Begin with review pieces, such as those in Annual Reviews, that synthesize the state of the field. 



			 


			Accept all sources as equally valuable. 






 


			 Dr. Ortiz is currently working on a research project that examines the effect of on-campus mental health resources on student persistence in college. She finds that mental health outreach programs and longer clinic hours greatly improve the likelihood that first generation college students will stay in college. What is Dr. Ortiz’s dependent variable? 





			 


			mental health outreach programs 



			 


			mental health clinic hours 



			 


			first generation college students 



			 


			persistence in college 






 


			 Dr. Smith is currently working on a research project that examines the effect of reduced subway fares for low-income individuals on employment and depression. He finds that reduced subway fares increase employment rates and reduce depression rates among low-income individuals. What is Dr. Smith’s independent variable? 





			 


			reduced subway fares 



			 


			low-income individuals 



			 


			employment 



			 


			depression 






 


			 A sociological theory must 





			 


			link together a series of ideas that make an argument. 



			 


			draw a conclusion that has predictive value. 



			 


			show an earlier theory to be false. 



			 


			elaborate upon unverified hunches or guesses. 






 


			 Amy applies status characteristics theory to student government at her university. This theory predicts that student government officials gain power and prestige when 





			 


			they earn high honors in other areas of university life, such as athletics or academics. 



			 


			their race, gender, and social class characteristics are highly valued in the broader society. 



			 


			other student government officials endow them with titles, resources, and recognition. 



			 


			they demonstrate a strong individual work ethic. 






 


			 Which of the following activities demonstrates empiricism? 





			 


			observing and counting people who use cell phones while walking through a park 



			 


			reflecting on the reasons why people use technology in the ways that they do 



			 


			reading expert opinions about appropriate technology use 



			 


			relying on common sense to make personal choices about cell phone use while walking 






 


			 Which step of the scientific method demonstrates empiricism? 





			 


			Identify an important question that needs an answer. 



			 


			Construct expectations about the answer to the question. 



			 


			Gather data. 



			 


			Analyze the data. 






 


			 Larry records all of his dreams in a journal for 50 years. From time to time, he looks them over to see if he notices any personal growth over time. A sociologist would call Larry’s approach 





			 


			the scientific method. 



			 


			the looking-glass self. 



			 


			dustbowl empiricism. 



			 


			status characteristics theory. 






 


			 Sociologists model social life with three levels that move from individual-level to society-level. Which words represent these levels, in order from the widest point of the triangle to the narrowest? 





			 


			guess; hunch; theory 



			 


			describe; explain; explore 



			 


			theoretical; empirical; sociological 



			 


			macro; meso; micro 






 


			 The meso level of social life is associated with which example? 





			 


			Officer Amy, an individual police officer 



			 


			the national government of France 



			 


			Auburn Elementary School 



			 


			the incarcerated population of the United States 






 


			 Eli is a family life educator and wants to intervene at the micro level to influence the issue of domestic violence. What should Eli do? 





			 


			lobby at the federal level for new legislation 



			 


			counsel a family affected by domestic violence 



			 


			review available data regarding domestic violence in a particular zip code 



			 


			research just one variable that is associated with domestic violence 






 


			 Which of the following accurately describes the focus of the macro level of social life? 





			 


			the structure, composition, and processes of society 



			 


			the continuum between the individual and society 



			 


			physical settings and organizations that link individuals to the larger society 



			 


			face-to-face interaction and small group processes 






 


			 Annette Lareau’s inductive approach to studying social class and child-rearing meant that she 





			 


			observed how parents interacted with their children, and then developed theories regarding child-rearing. 



			 


			used the most credible theories of social class to develop a general argument about child-rearing. 



			 


			relied only on empirical data. 



			 


			developed a study that would test the credibility of dominant theories about social class and child-rearing. 






 


			 ________ approaches move from the concrete to the abstract; ________ approaches move from the abstract to the concrete. 





			 


			Meso; macro 



			 


			Scientific; empirical 



			 


			Explanatory; exploratory 



			 


			Inductive; deductive 






 


			 Which approach to research refers to the translation of general theory into specific empirical analysis? 





			 


			inductive 



			 


			deductive 



			 


			macro 



			 


			meso 






 


			 Miko tests status characteristics theory by documenting how dentists distribute resources and credentials through educational and professional associations. This study reveals new insights that influence the development of this theory. Which part of this scholarly process represents an inductive approach to science? 





			 


			suspecting that status characteristics theory could be improved 



			 


			testing theory with an empirical study 



			 


			conducting a literature review before collecting data 



			 


			applying research findings to the refinement of theory 






 


			 The American Sociological Association launched Contexts, an innovative magazine that brings sociology to the greater public. Which statement accurately describes how Contexts treats theory? 





			 


			Because it is designed for the greater public’s reading, theory is disregarded due to its complexity. 



			 


			Contexts seeks to persuade the greater public to use sociological theory to interpret their everyday lives. 



			 


			Articles are often motivated by theory, but are written in a friendly and jargon-free style. 



			 


			Contexts is committed to promoting the status characteristics theory. 






 


			 Sociologist William Corsaro concluded that children actively create their own culture, rather than merely absorbing or mimicking the culture around them. He generated this conclusion by 





			 


			making highly detailed observations of children playing. 



			 


			interviewing parents. 



			 


			applying the family process theory to children. 



			 


			starting with macro study and moving to micro study. 






 


			 A broad set of taken-for-granted and often unacknowledged assumptions about how social reality is to be defined is 





			 


			a paradigm. 



			 


			the macro level of social life. 



			 


			part of the continuum of abstraction. 



			 


			the scientific method. 






 


			 Thomas Kuhn’s ideas about paradigms and paradigm shifts show that 





			 


			scientists are predisposed to prefer certain theories. 



			 


			inductive approaches are superior to deductive approaches. 



			 


			scientists must choose whether to be objective or biased. 



			 


			science will eventually result in a single view of social reality. 






 


			 Kokimo uses Thomas Kuhn’s ideas about paradigms to study success in the Olympics. Kuhn’s framework leads her to notice that 





			 


			outstanding Olympic winners have statistically unusual biology and anatomy. 



			 


			Americans see success as an individual achievement, whereas the Japanese emphasize the role of the community. 



			 


			gender, race, and social class influence athletic success. 



			 


			an inductive approach will yield better results than a deductive approach. 






 


			 Auguste Comte’s view of social science as a study of patterns that can be objectively understood through logical analysis is known as 





			 


			postmodernism. 



			 


			deduction. 



			 


			positivism. 



			 


			structural functionalism. 






 


			 Megan develops a sociological study that describes how caregivers give meaning to their experiences with vulnerable loved ones. Megan includes reflection on her own life experiences, because she believes her own experiences shape how she collects and interprets data. Megan’s approach fits with which paradigm? 





			 


			empiricism 



			 


			positivism 



			 


			conflict 



			 


			postmodernism 






 


			 Mark Regnerus and Andrew Cherlin disagreed about the meaning of trends regarding marriage. If they used the same paradigms to look at terrorism, how might their perspectives differ? Regnerus would likely look at ________; Cherlin would likely look at ________. 





			 


			individual motivations (micro level); global economic and political factors (macro level) 



			 


			communities (meso level); families (micro level) 



			 


			explanations of behavior; descriptions of trends 



			 


			postmodern subjectivities; positivist conclusions 






 


			 Which basic question about social phenomena is asked by the structural functionalism paradigm? 





			 


			Does it maximize benefits relative to cost? 



			 


			Does it give some groups advantages over others? 



			 


			Does it promote stability of society? 



			 


			How does it play out in face-to-face interaction? 






 


			 Critical race theory is part of the conflict paradigm because it 





			 


			looks primarily at the meso level of society. 



			 


			describes how racial inequality serves to stabilize society. 



			 


			questions why some races are advantaged over others. 



			 


			looks for rationality and choice behind racial dynamics in society. 






 


			 Francis plans a study that applies rational choice theory to romantic relationships. He interviews individuals about how they chose their romantic partners and why they persist in the relationship over time. Using rational choice theory to interpret data, he concludes that 





			 


			interpersonal conflict can be reduced with certain communication strategies. 



			 


			though it feels like love, individuals are actually making decisions that maximize self-interest. 



			 


			romance is a matter of the heart, so it doesn’t reflect social patterns. 



			 


			romantic couples develop a shared set of symbols that, when used over time, strengthen the relationship. 






 


			 Structural functionalism and conflict paradigms are more often criticized for neglecting ________; symbolic interaction is criticized for ignoring ________. 





			 


			individuals; social structures 



			 


			macro issues; meso issues 



			 


			empiricism; the scientific method 



			 


			inequality; social construction 






 


			 If a sociologist were to analyze the public education system, which question would most closely fit with the structural functionalist paradigm? 





			 


			How do principals’ micro-interactions with teachers impact teacher morale? 



			 


			How does the funding structure for public education replicate social inequality? 



			 


			What rationale do college students use when deciding to become teachers? 



			 


			How does the public education system contribute to economic growth and political stability? 






 


			 Which statement illustrates the reason why conflict perspectives are associated with Karl Marx? 





			 


			Society must function with a reasonable degree of stability. 



			 


			Humans are capable of weighing the costs and benefits of their choices. 



			 


			Society displays a struggle between the powerful and the less powerful. 



			 


			People make meaning of their lives and their social world. 






 


			 An idea that can be named, defined, and eventually measured in some way is a(n) 





			 


			empirical unit. 



			 


			concept. 



			 


			theory. 



			 


			face. 






 


			 Concepts such as socialization, deviance, and self-control can be linked to explain crime. When concepts are systematically linked in such a way that they generate an explanatory chain of relations, they become a(n) 





			 


			set of conceptual relations. 



			 


			theory. 



			 


			paradigm shift. 



			 


			hypothesis. 






 


			 Liam wants to investigate the human experience of love. He asks his sociology adviser whether it is possible to use social science to study something as subjective as love. What advice does Liam’s adviser offer that reflects a standard sociological view? 





			 


			Focus instead on behaviors or social patterns that relate to love, but not love itself. 



			 


			Develop a concept that names, defines, and measures love, and then sociological research can proceed. 



			 


			Try a psychology class instead, because phenomena such as love, despair, or joy can only be studied adequately by psychologists. 



			 


			Focus on something more sociologically significant, such as social conflict or inequality. 






 


			 When two concepts are positively (or directly) related, what is the connection between them? 





			 


			An increase in one goes along with a decrease in the other. 



			 


			An increase in one goes along with an increase in the other. 



			 


			When they work together, the two concepts promote a social good. 



			 


			When they work together, the two concepts prevent a social harm. 






 


			 Michelle conducts a study of sleep and college student stress. She expects a negative relation between the concepts, which means she expects to find 





			 


			no relationship between sleep and stress. 



			 


			that when sleep increases, stress decreases. 



			 


			that when sleep decreases, stress decreases. 



			 


			that both sleep and stress are sources of negativity in the lives of college students. 






 


			 Steve studies happiness in romantic relationships. He conducted a study in which he expected a positive relationship between happiness and time spent together. Instead, he found a concept relation of spuriousness. What is the confound? 





			 


			flaws in Steve’s research method education, which resulted in Steve committing errors and producing incorrect results 



			 


			unemployment, because this affects both happiness and time spent together 



			 


			grand theory, because the choice of grand theory influences data interpretation 



			 


			negative relations, because the positive relation didn’t work out as Steve expected 






 


			 Of the five categories of relations among concepts, the confound appears only in the relation of spuriousness. Why? 





			 


			A spurious relation is no relation at all, because an unexpected event disturbed the study and made relations impossible to determine. 



			 


			Of the five categories of relation, spuriousness is the least scientific. 



			 


			Spuriousness notices the effect of a third variable that influences the apparent relation between two concepts. 



			 


			The concept of “spuriousness” describes all relations that are not quite positive and not quite negative. 






 


			 A hypothesis is a ________ statement of a(n) ________ between two concepts. 





			 


			quantitative; correlation 



			 


			reasonable; empirical 



			 


			testable; relationship 



			 


			null; association 






 


			 The goal in research involving a hypothesis is to 





			 


			prove the hypothesis. 



			 


			disprove the null hypothesis. 



			 


			infer an empirical hypothesis. 



			 


			test hypotheses without expecting to prove or disprove them. 






 


			 Himani conducts a study that tests the following hypothesis: “Frequency of posting online comments varies by gender, such that men comment more often than women.” This statement is a 





			 


			null hypothesis. 



			 


			hypothesis of difference. 



			 


			hypothesis of association. 



			 


			causal hypothesis. 






 


			 Devon conducts a study that tests the following hypothesis: “If hours of sleep increase, student grades will increase.” This statement is a 





			 


			null hypothesis. 



			 


			hypothesis of difference. 



			 


			hypothesis of association. 



			 


			causal hypothesis. 






 


			 Because it is so difficult to establish causality, researchers more often focus on ________ than on attempting to test a ________. 





			 


			hypotheses of association; causal hypothesis 



			 


			empiricism; theory 



			 


			the null hypothesis; hypothesis of difference 



			 


			qualitative research; quantitative hypothesis 






 


			 Which of the following is a variable? 





			 


			the general theory of crime 



			 


			the statement that “When unemployment rates increase, crime increases.” 



			 


			the number of illegal activities in which a person has engaged over the last year 



			 


			a high degree of confidence that political exclusion causes crime 






 


			 When a researcher conceptualizes an idea, she has 





			 


			narrowed her topic down to something that can result in a successful study. 



			 


			researched the other relevant studies already completed in this area of inquiry. 



			 


			turned an idea into a variable. 



			 


			linked the idea to a set of procedures for measuring it. 






 


			 Nikolas wants to study childhood nutrition. He decides to measure diet with a set of five survey questions that parents fill out on behalf of their children. In this decision, Nikolas has completed what task? 





			 


			conceptualization 



			 


			operationalization 



			 


			inferring causation 



			 


			disproving the null hypothesis 






 


			 Leah conducted a study that shows a correlation between home cooking and marital happiness. She has a low degree of confidence that home cooking causes marital happiness. Which term is used to describe her degree of confidence? 





			 


			operationalization 



			 


			causal inference 



			 


			spuriousness 



			 


			null hypothesis 






 


			 Which of the following is a concept? 





			 


			car 



			 


			baby 



			 


			happiness 



			 


			colors 






 


			 A strong literature review identifies gaps in 





			 


			the operationalization of variables in earlier studies. 



			 


			the existing knowledge base related to a topic. 



			 


			methodology. 



			 


			a paradigm to warrant a shift to a different paradigm. 






 


			 In contrast with other ways of reading, a literature review involves a particularly ________ reading of the body of theory and evidence surrounding a topic. 





			 


			discipline-specific 



			 


			historical 



			 


			brief 



			 


			systematic 






 


			 Lisa uses her library’s academic search engine to begin a literature review about autism in Hawaii. She finds 200 sources, and reads the brief descriptions of content that are found just after the article title, but before the main body of text begins. Lisa is reading 





			 


			summaries. 



			 


			abstracts. 



			 


			introductions. 



			 


			annotations. 






 


			 Why would a scholar generate an annotated bibliography? 





			 


			to record brief descriptions of each text and relevant reactions to it 



			 


			as a comprehensive collection of full texts of all citations 



			 


			as a collection of the full and exact abstracts of all citations 



			 


			as an imperfect substitute for reading the articles fully 






 


			 In a causal hypothesis, the concept purported to be the cause is defined as the ________, because it is the variable that ________. 





			 


			independent variable; affects another variable 



			 


			dependent variable; is acted upon 



			 


			independent variable; is acted upon 



			 


			effect; affects another variable 






 


			 Juan wants to study the relationship between economic inequality and political extremism, with economic inequality as the independent variable. Which of the following is a proper hypothesis? 





			 


			How does economic inequality influence political extremism? 



			 


			Economic inequality leads to political extremism. 



			 


			Political extremism leads to economic inequality. 



			 


			What is the relationship between economic inequality and political extremism? 






 


			 Professor Flaeger hypothesizes that when college students participate in local service activities, their views toward human rights are strengthened. In this hypothesis, what is the dependent variable? 





			 


			service activities 



			 


			human rights attitudes 



			 


			Professor Flaeger’s bias 



			 


			the positive relation between the two parts of the hypothesis 






 


			 Linda hypothesizes that increasing wealth does not increase happiness. In this hypothesis, what is the independent variable? 





			 


			Linda’s influence on study participants 



			 


			happiness 



			 


			wealth 



			 


			Wealth and happiness are both independent variables. 






 


			 In mediation, a new variable may be introduced that links the independent variable to the dependent variable. This new “connecting variable” is called a(n) ________ variable. 





			 


			null 



			 


			moderating 



			 


			underlying 



			 


			mediating 






 


			 Compare and contrast inductive reasoning and deductive reasoning. Offer two points of comparison and two points of contrast. 





 


			 Terrorism is an important issue facing the world today. If you were developing a sociological study of terrorism, would you develop a macro study or a micro study? Choose one, and justify it as the superior approach for this topic. 





 


			 Explain why symbolic interactionism is a micro-level paradigm. What is one strength and one weakness of a micro-level paradigm? 





 


			 Positivism attempts to make the social sciences more like the natural sciences. Is positivism a worthy goal for the social sciences? Does it work? 





 


			 Give an example of an abstract concept. List three different variables that might be used to capture this concept, and explain why you chose these variables. 





 


			 Using an example, distinguish between mediation, moderation, and spuriousness. 





 


			 Describe why a literature review is important, and offer three pieces of advice for conducting a successful literature review. Explain each piece of advice with a sentence or two. 





 


			 “Does texting while driving increase the likelihood of an accident?” is a question. Convert this question into a hypothesis. State the independent variable. State the dependent variable. 
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			 Inductive and deductive reasoning are similar in that they are both scientific processes for developing general understandings of social phenomena. They are not separate from one another, and often work together within a study. Inductive and deductive reasoning are both used in empirical studies. Although hypothesis testing is a way of linking theory to empirical inquiry that can be found in both quantitative and qualitative research, it is indicative of the deductive approach to using theory rather than the inductive approach.
 Inductive and deductive reasoning are different in that inductive reasoning begins with the observation of patterns in data, working up to a general explanation. Inductive reasoning moves from specific to general, from concrete to abstract, and from bottom up. In contrast, deductive reasoning begins with theory, developing an argument that can organize and guide empirical work. Deductive reasoning moves from general to specific, from abstract to concrete, and from top to bottom.
 
 



			 


			 Some students will choose macro, and others will choose micro. Those who choose macro may argue that the big picture is important: the structure, composition, and processes of the global scene and how these issues relate to terrorism. Social institutions such as governments, and culture as a whole, are important factors to understand. The most important unit for analysis is states, governments, populations, culture, or human issues on a global scale.
 Those who choose micro may argue that it is most important to understand individual interactions and motivations, the processes happening within and between people that motivate individuals to join, support, and commit crimes through terrorist organizations. Sociological work on the micro level may blend with psychology and cognitive investigation. The most important unit for analysis is individuals, dyads, interactions, and relationships.
 
 



			 


			 Symbolic interactionism considers face-to-face interactions as the substance of society. It may look at words, gestures, and interactions, and how people attribute meaning to them. This is different than a meso-level theory that may look at villages, towns, or organizations. It is different from a macro-level theory that may look at social institutions such as the economy, or government. 
 A strength of micro-level paradigms is that they look closely at the ways in which people use, share, adapt, and invent symbols in order to make meaning. This is a foundational part of what it means to be human. It is valuable to understand how societal issues play out among individuals, interpreting how a given issue is interpersonally produced, molded, and experienced. 
 A weakness of micro-level paradigms is that in focusing on individual behaviors, they neglect the larger forces (for example, power and inequality) that shape our everyday lives. In gleaning important information about the micro level, they may overlook insights about the macro level.
 
 



			 


			 Students who say yes, positivism is a worthy goal for the social sciences, may argue that positivism is the founding paradigm for modern scientific approaches in social science. It holds that all knowledge can be confirmed or refuted through empirical observations. If biologists and chemists can develop objective knowledge through empiricism, so can social scientists in their study of human populations. Students who argue for positivism will more likely support a quantitative approach to social research.
 Students who say no, positivism is not a worthy goal for the social sciences, may argue that social science is different than natural science. Human life and society are “messy,” with too many variables at play for strictly positivist knowledge to even be possible. Both the subject (society) and the knowledge producers (scientists) have values, biases, and complexities that cannot be controlled enough to produce positivist knowledge. This position leans toward postmodernism, a paradigm characterized by skepticism toward claims of truth, fact, or principle. It may be more important to learn how people arrive at subjective truths, rather than seeking to find objective truth.
 
 



			 


			 Students may offer abstract concepts such as poverty, love, despair, or wealth. Incorrect answers are concrete, observable behaviors or objects such as pennies, frequency of crying, or a car.
 Variables are representations that capture the different dimensions of a concept. So, for example, if the concept is wealth, the variables could include value of properties owned, value of non-income assets, income records, expensive objects owned, or cost of leisure activities over the course of a year.
 
 



			 


			 Students may use any example, but the example needs to include one concept relating to another concept. For example, hours of sleep (concept 1) influences grades (concept 2).
 In mediation, the expected relation is channeled through a third concept that links them to one another. Hours of sleep influences grades, but not directly. Hours of sleep influences exercise, and exercise influences grades.
 In moderation, the strength of the association between two variables is made weaker or stronger by a third variable. Hours of sleep influences grades, but the influence is made weaker by number of roommates. Number of roommates acts as a moderating concept.
 In spuriousness, an apparent relation between two concepts is actually the result of some third thing (confound) influencing both of them. The confound is diet, a factor that influences both hours of sleep and grades.
 
 



			 


			 A literature review is important because in order to conduct a successful study, the scientist should systematically read the relevant body of theory and evidence. The scientist should have a good idea of what has been done before, how it was done, and what work remains to be done.
 
 Students may offer various pieces of advice, such as these (directly in the text):
 1) Use the Internet well. Google and Wikipedia are general sources of information, not scholarly. Use scholarly sources such as Sociological Abstracts or Google Scholar.
 
 2) Look for peer-reviewed journal articles. The peer-review process ensures that information was judged by academic peers.
 
 3) When using books, remember that it is difficult to judge the scholarly quality of a book, and it is sometimes difficult to find books in scholarly search engines focused on journals. Look for books cited most often in other scholarly texts.
 
 4) Develop an annotated bibliography. Organizing all sources relevant to a topic is important, and annotating (a brief summary of the work and your reaction to it) is helpful.
 
 



			 


			 The hypothesis could be stated positively or negatively, but in either case, should be in the form of a statement, not a question. Texting while driving increases the likelihood of an accident. Texting while driving does not increase the likelihood of an accident.
 
 In both hypotheses, the independent variable is texting while driving. The dependent variable is the likelihood of an accident.
 
 





        




    





    







