
Herring: Criminal Law: Text, Cases, and Materials, 8th edition
Type: multiple choice question
Title: Chapter 02 - Question 01

01) What is the actus reus of a crime?
a. the description of the mental element of the crime, such as intention

Feedback: The actus reus is the conduct element of the offence.  It describes what the defendant must be proved to have done (or sometimes failed to do), in what circumstances and with what consequences.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s1
b. the sentence for the offence

Feedback: The actus reus is the conduct element of the offence.  It describes what the defendant must be proved to have done (or sometimes failed to do), in what circumstances and with what consequences.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s1
*c. the conduct element of the offence

Feedback: The actus reus is the conduct element of the offence.  It describes what the defendant must be proved to have done (or sometimes failed to do), in what circumstances and with what consequences.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s1
d. The blameworthiness of the offence.

Feedback: The actus reus is the conduct element of the offence.  It describes what the defendant must be proved to have done (or sometimes failed to do), in what circumstances and with what consequences.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s1
Type: multiple choice question 
Title: Chapter 02 - Question 02

02) What is the mens rea of an offence?
a. the part of the offence that relates to men

Feedback: The mens rea is the mental element of the offence, such as intention, recklessness or negligence.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s1
b. the conduct element of the offence, describing the harm to the victim

Feedback: The mens rea is the mental element of the offence, such as intention, recklessness or negligence.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s1
c. the maximum sentence for an offence

Feedback: The mens rea is the mental element of the offence, such as intention, recklessness or negligence.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s1
*d. the mental element of the offence

Feedback: The mens rea is the mental element of the offence, such as intention, recklessness or negligence.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s1
Type: true-false
Title: Chapter 02 - Question 03

03) A defendant can never be guilty of a crime for failing to act.
a. T

Feedback: A defendant can be guilty of a crime for failing to act if she was under a duty to act.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s2
*b. F

Feedback: A defendant can be guilty of a crime for failing to act if she was under a duty to act.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s2
Type: multiple choice question 
Title: Chapter 02 - Question 04

04) Which of the following does not create a duty to act in criminal law?
a. a duty to act under a contract

Feedback: A defendant who fails to act when contractually obliged to do so can commit an offence.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s2
b. a duty to act created by statute

Feedback: A defendant who fails to act when obliged by a statute to act can be guilty of an offence.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s2
c. The defendant created the danger.

Feedback: A defendant who created a danger is under a duty to act to stop the danger materialising.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s2
*d. The defendant was under a moral duty to act.

Feedback: There is no duty to act simply because it would be moral to intervene.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s2
Type: true-false
Title: Chapter 02 - Question 05

05) If the defendant is a ‘but for’ cause of a result he is said to cause it in criminal law.
a. T

Feedback: To be said to have caused a result in criminal law the defendant must be a legal cause as well as a ‘but for’ cause.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s3.1
*b. F

Feedback: To be said to have caused a result in criminal law the defendant must be a legal cause as well as a ‘but for’ cause.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s3.1
Type: fill-in-blank
Title: Chapter 02 - Question 06

06) A legal cause must be an operating and ___ cause.
Feedback: In Cheshire the Court of Appeal explained that a legal cause had to be an operating and substantial cause.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s3.2
a. substantial

Type: fill-in-blank
Title: Chapter 02 - Question 07

07) A novus actus interveniens must be an act of a party which is ___, voluntary and informed.
Feedback: A novus actus interveniens must be an act which is free voluntary and informed.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s3.3
a. free

Type: multiple choice question 
Title: Chapter 02 - Question 08

08) In Roberts what kinds of acts of the victim did the court state would break the chain of causation?
*a. voluntary acts which could not reasonably be foreseen

Feedback: Voluntary acts of the victim which could not reasonably be foreseen can break the chain of causation according to Roberts.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s3.5
b. acts of the victim which were predictable

Feedback: Voluntary acts of the victim which could not reasonably be foreseen can break the chain of causation according to Roberts.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s3.5
c. acts of the victim which were unreasonable

Feedback: Voluntary acts of the victim which could not reasonably be foreseen can break the chain of causation according to Roberts.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s3.5
d. acts of the victim which meant the defendant was blameworthy

Feedback: Voluntary acts of the victim which could not reasonably be foreseen can break the chain of causation according to Roberts.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s3.5
Type: fill-in-blank
Title: Chapter 02 - Question 09

09) The rule that the defendant must take the victim as he finds him is often know as the ‘thin ____’ rule.
Feedback: The ‘thin skull’ rule requires that defendants take their victims as they find them.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s3.6
a. skull

Type: true-false
Title: Chapter 02 - Question 10
10) A natural event (an ‘act of God’) will never break the chain of causation.
a. T

Feedback: If the event is an extraordinary, unforeseeable event (a freak of nature) it can break the chain of causation.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s3.7
*b. F

Feedback: If the event is an extraordinary, unforeseeable event (a freak of nature) it can break the chain of causation.

Section reference: Chp 2 – s3.7
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